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Abstract

Thefocusof this article by the author will bleronze coins minted iderusalenduring the
Roman period.Minting in the local authority which in fact, began during the Hasmonean
rulers' time, operated over the same infrastructure and minting methods inRdmean
period until the end of thelewish War against the RomansAfter the destruction of
Jerusalenby the Romans minting of bronze coins continued in a different format. This was
done first through the countermark minting of tiienth RomanlLegion on worn out coins
that were in circulation and later through urbawolonial minting of theRoman cityAelia
Caitolina.

INTRODUCTION

TheRoman period irEretzisrael began in 63Eith the conquest of Israel by Pompey and
lasted until 324CE the beginning of thdyzantine period. Minting iderusalenduring the
Roman period began with the minting by Mattathi&astigonusand continued until

Hostilian's time in 25CE The brothers Hyrcanus Il and Aristobulus 1l fought over the control
of Judea and turned to Pompey. After Aristobulugbelled against imh, Pompey
conqueredJerusalenand exiled Aristobulul and his sons Alexander and Mattathias
Antigonusto Rome and made Hyrcanus éthnarch over Judea. Pompey also separated the
Hellenistic cities from Judea as part of the Roman conquest poliEnetalsrael. This article
will focus on the minting aJerusalentoins between 40 BEwhen it was ruled by
MattathiasAntigonus until 2% CEwvhen minting in Aeli€apitolinaceased towards the end
of the Roman period.

The hasmonean state before Pompey in 63BC
and after the Pompye agreement in Judea (w/o
Pompey and the conquest of the hellenistic cities)
Jerusalem in 63 BC
BN S

Fig.1.
The main written historic sources of tfReman period irEretzisrael are:

1."Antiquities of the Jews".

2."The Jewish War against the Romans".
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Both were written by Josephus. Josephus relied on the sources of Nicolddsnaiscus
P99 fhaUcd oltaddiSirape.f d

3. "Roman History" written by Cassius Dio Boman historian (16230 CB. The segments
about Hadrianappear in a epitome of a bookwritten and edited by theJohn Xiphilinus
( *Y33dd 3 B)#hihe &lcenturyCE

4. dHistoria Romana ¢ ¢ NR& (Apptagus(6@ o U3 & g3 Us U whoiivéd during
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5. Thefour gospelswho constitute theNew Testament Y R ¢ OKdzNOK KA adG2NEBé¢ o
(265339CH.
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8. Additional sources bjrabbinic Literature

Background talJerusalenminting prior to the Roman period

Until 400 BE coins were not minted iderusalem Minting began towards the end of the
Persian period. Mostly smalenominationcoins inobol denomination obol, hemiobol and
quarter obol A 1 K (G KS Ay & Qaieh Habrev2 were dnintedsirderugaldm From
400BE& until 360 BE independent coinsvere minted in the city. After 360 EECwhich is
when the Persians reonquered the area, coins bearing the Perssaverigi mark were
minted in the city. YHD coins were minted in LBDBE&Dby local leaders and after that with
the authorization of the Prsian rule. 3 groups of coins exist:
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inclinations and emphasis on his successes andpnaan description vs. hostile descriptions of the
Hasmonean rulets
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1. Without the Persiarsovereignhead,or Persian tite¥ 2 NJ SEI YLIX S a!30KSy Al vy
coins.

2. Coinswith the imageof the current Persiasovereign or Persian title.
3. Coinswith the image oflewisHeaders and their names inscribed.

Coins without the image of the Persian sovereignh were minted betweer3808&E in the

areas bordering Judea, where the Persians were not present and the area was under
Egyptian influence. Asrasult of the Egyptian revolt against the Persian, the Egyptian rebels

pushed the Persians out of the area. It is the authors opinion that the lack of Persian control
over the area influenced the character of local minting which was, in fact, independent

minting. YHD leaders minted during some of that period coins bearing their name and



images similarly to Asia minor coins that arrived in the area as weEggptiand ! G KSy A | y
AYAGlLGA2yE O2Aya O0SINAYy3I GKS yryYSa FyR AYF3ASa

Minting of coins duringhe Persian period, Until the Egyptians rebellions coins were not
minted in Yehud. During the rebellions and the invasions of rebellious Egyptian armies to
Southern Levanand pushing the Persians out of the region, local minting began. Initially the
coins that were minted were Athenian imitation style coins with the lily flower motif and
other coins. The minting with the sovereignty marks began in the later stages of the Persian
period after 360 BCE to correspond with local minting.

"YHD independentcoins, period 399360 BC
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A similar format of minting small silver coins was practiced in YHD as well, during the

Hellenistic period. Authorization given to th#&ewishruling authority in Judea, by the

Ptolemaic rule irEretzlsrael, led to the minting ofbol denominationcoins wih the image
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silver coins inJerusalencea®d since the Ptolemaic numisti@system practiced minting

bronze coins as an alternative.

Fig. 4.

With the beginning of this period, minting derusalenteagd for 175 years. Minting began

again during the days of the Hasmonean ruler Hyrcanus | and through Alexander Jannaeus

reign until his death in 76 EECDuring this time the Hasmonean rulers minted coins which

mostly bore the themes pertaining to their roles &figh Priestand during Alexander
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Aristobulus | coins
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Fig. 5.

3silver coins bearing an ow! with the inscriptiord4& on one side and the image of tBeeekgoddess
Athena on the other side.

Minting in Jerusalenduring the Roman period- timeline

Jerusalem minting timeline
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Minting inJerusalenthat refers to theRoman period began in fact after the death Sflome

Alexandra the widow of Alexander Jannaeus, when the dispute between the brothers

Hyrcanus Il and Aristobulus Il began. Research shows there were a number of opinions

referring to the minting of Hasmonean coins during the time afereen! f SEI Yy RN} Q& RS
thatpoy 1 SR (2 GKS 02y OfdzaAaz2y GKFdG 4G RdzNAy3I GKIF
being used in circulation.

Minting inJerusalenduringRomanperiodbegan at the coquest ofJerusalenby Fompey in
63 BEand ended with the last minting of coins Aélia Capitolinaolony in 251CE An issue
exists pertaining to when minting beganJerusalenduring Roman times and who minted
coins during the 23 years transition period from B@GE until minting began byMattathias
Antigonus in 40 BE

The period aftethe death of Salome Alexandra until the reign\Mxttathias Antigonus in 40

BCE lasted 36 years. In most researchers opinion coinsJé@rusalemwere not minted
including the 23 years during thiRoman period which began in 8 In the past some
researclers attributed coins bearing motifs dfigh priesthood, among them the name

& . b ¢tb ldyrcanus Il and Aristobulus Il. Today, most researchers attribute these coins to

5

Alexander Jannaeus.

* Kindler (Kindler 1991 :1%8) attributes the inscription to Astobulus Il. Meshorer (2001:27)
attributes the inscription to Hyrcanus Il. Gerstenfeld (1982:120) attributes the coin to Salome
Alexandra, the widow of Alexander Jannaes, who ruled for 9 years after his death. Shachar&2004:7
assumes the coin is lylexander Jannaes and in a joint article with Hendin (Hendin & Shachar: 2008)
attributes the inscription on the coin to Alexander Jannaeus. Fisher & Gur (Fisher & Gur: 2008)
attribute this coin to Aristobulus II.

It is thel dz(i Kabihidhahat during thetransition period another ruler, Alexander the son

of Aristobulus |lwaspresent and a series of coins can be attributed to him. Kindler claims
that Aristobulus Il minted coins iderusalem Meshorer claimed that Hyrcanus |l minted
coins inJerusalemTalay most researchers say that Hyrcanus Il did not mint coins. Could it
be that Alexander II, the grandson of Alexander Jannaeus, who ruled Judea during his revolt
againstthe Romansfor 3 years, minted coins iferusalem
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The author suggests Alexander Il as a likely candidate who could have minted coins in
Jerusalemand attributes a specific coin series to him. Alexander Il succeeded in escaping
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Josephus, it seems he rdlén Judea andiransjordan for a while. The author claims that

during the Ranan period, Alexander, brother tMattathias Antigonus, who according to
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was the ruler who minted coins with the Hebrew inscriptiéwnatan ¢ , 2 y D) sl thyeé

coins with the name&ehot G Ky FyR &, b¢bé K2 | O0O2NRAY3A (2
were minted by Alexander Jannaeus.

Fig.7.Coins with the ingription "Jonathan," the author argues struck by Alexander Il

The author recently maintained that Alexander Il, the grandson of Alexander Jannaeus,

minted a series of coins bearing the ancient HebiescriptionYwnatan ¢Yonatané  y 2 G 2

be confusedwith -"Yetonatht y ¢ 2NJ &, yiyéod az2aid NBaSIHNOKSNAR R
coins bearing the nam&wnatan ¢ , 2 y D. (iTheycbnclusion is that all 3 coin series
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the Roman period. Thelescription of hisactions 3 a SR 2 F W2 aSLIKdzAQ I 002 dzy
limitation that are attributed to this often hostile source towards the Hasmonean rulers.

According toJosephus Alexandeebelled against thdeRomanstwice, enlisted a very large

army and his achievements and taitly power weresignificant and impressive. Some of the
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Alexander Il were:

1. Reviewof the political situation during 780 B&according talosephus

2.6Analysi3)f the Hasmonean names; double fixes names

> Josephws . History of theJewishWar against the Romang2009. Translated fronGreekLiza Ulman.
Edted by Israel Shatzman
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’ Mattithias ¢ Antigonus

Judahg Aristobulus

Yehonahan / Yntn / Yonatan ¢ Alexander



Yehdianan ¢ Hyrcanus

In Hebrew and Greek, bestowing the name of a grandfatfrandsof or uncle who passed
away to the Hasmonean ruler born, as was acceptable in central and e&stsrpJudaism.
For example, Hyrcanus | name was passed on to Hyrcauml IAlexander Jannaeus to
Alexandrus II.

3. Atransition period without minting coins exists despite the financial needs. The question

asked is whether coins were not minted for 36 yeaisce the death of Jannaeus to the

reign ofMattathias Antigonusin light of the fact that Alexander Il was an active, bold rebel
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4. Most other rebel leadesduring theRoman period minted coins in course of the rebellions
in the area they ruled overas propaganda for the rebellion. For exampMattathias
Antigonusg brother to Alexander Il. The leaders of thewish War against the Romams
Jerusalermand the rebels in GamkndBar Kochba.

Periods in which coins were not minted exist, but durihgp time of frequent rebellions,
when the area was dominated by inflatiodue to the rebellions, the situation warranted
minting additional coins. It is counter claimed that Alexander Jannaeus minted a large
guantity of coins to last dozens of yearstlsome claim there was a shortage in copper
which led to the minting of lad coins, and so a long period of 36 years warrants minting
coins.
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by Alexander Jannaeus.

Theminting authority in Jerusalenduring the Roman period

As of 40 BEthe Jerusalenminting authority minted king Mattathiadntigonu®2 O2 Ay a o nn
37B@). KingHerod(37-4 BA) who ruled at theime minted his coinsorrespondinglywith

Mattathias Antigonus, first in Samaria and later iferusalemafter conquering the city from

him. His heir, king Archelaus @6 CH, continued minting coins in the city minting

authority, until the time of his exile from Judea in GE Later onRoman procurators

continued minting coins iderusalemTheJerusalemminting authority continued on to mint

Agrippal coin series (344 CH and a 6 year commemorative reign coin = 41@Eg It

continued to provide minting services to the ld&tmanprocuratots and finally uniqueoins

were minted in the minting authorityduring the Jewish War against the Romadasring

years one to five to thdewish War against the Romaes-70 CH.

After Jerusalenwas conquered and destroyed tHenth Legion command which resided in

the city,began minting countermark coins in-4@0 CE The countermark coins were mainly

on worn out coins that were used in circulation at the time, among them coins from Antioch,
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8see dynasty chart at the end of the article

Tenth Legion Fretensis that resided iderusalenfor a long time. The countermark ended
and was incorporated into the city minting of the coins that were issueieiiia Capitolina
(128251 CBH. These cais bore the mark of th&enth Legion.

All the coins that wee minted inJerusalem until the end of theJewish War against the
Romans do not bear the namderusalenor a symbol that attests to the minting authority
such as those who appear on Tyrian Steklerusalenwas, during the review period, the
administrative capdl of the Judean rulers. It housed tlemple, the palaces, the ruling
establishments and the minting authority. It is therefore likely that within the city the royal
minting authorityof the administrative authority that were certified to mint coins operated.
Anumber of testimonies to the minting of coinsJaerusalenwere discovered.

Lime stonemolds for the casting of flansittest to the existence of a minting authority in

Jerusalen. In the archaeologica&xcavatiors in theCitadel(Tower of David)uncoveredime

stone remains ofmold for casting flansin which coins in largdenominationby Antigonus

Mattathias An end of flancontaining a coin attached fib, with a coinof the prefect Pontius

Plate,edA RSy OS G KIF G GKS LINBrds8dan Qa O2Ay ¢l a YAydaSR

¢ KS SukrduBdidgen Talpiot east, a number of stomeolds who prove that were used
to casingflans were found in a sort of secondary minting autiyralong with themain
minting authority inJerusalemand/or a facility to produce minting measures to the main
minting authority inJerusalem This means, this site produced th®lds to cast the flans
that were usedto mint coins and check thegatandardbefore sendinghe molds to the main
minting authority inJerusalem

Fig. 8 An end of flanattachedwith a coin of the prefect Pontius Pilate



Jewish Quarter

Citadel

Fig. 9.Lime stone remains of mold discovered in the Citagledl the Jewish Quarter in
Jerusalem for minting coins larges denomination.

According to the numismatic research many of the following coins: HasmoHeand,
Procuratorsand Jewish War against the Romarshow similar characteristics of similar
minting methods who operated in the minting authority Jeruslem These marks show a
continuance of minting for 200 years (Zlotnik 2012).

TheRomanprocurators minted their coins in théerusalenminting authority. They bear the
years of reign of the emperor that commissioned them to mint in his namhe. first
procuratorsminted their coins inJerusalemKing Agrippa | minted iferusalemnin 41/2 CEa

series of coins with 8ars of grainpearing the year 6 of his reign. Later coins were minted in
Jerusalenby the lastRoman procurators. With the outbreak of thdewish War against the
Romans minting of procurators coins inJerusalemceagd and the city minting authority
began producing silver and bronze coins in Hebrew. These coins are dated according to the
revolts years. Aftederusalemwas destroyed by thdRomans and the Tenth Legion units
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were deployed in its jurisdiction authorities in that region worked to recycle old coins that
GSNBE dzaSR YR ¢g2NYy 2dzi Ay OANDdzZ A2y o8&
symbols include an abbreviated inscripti of the legiontypes with a wild boar and a war
galley. During the reign dfladrian aRoman colony by the name dhelia Capitolinavas
established on the ruins dferusalemn 128/9 CEaccording to the author. Th&nth Legion
units that up until the fanding of the colony countermarked bronze coins, incorporated
along with the local minting authority, th€enth legion symbols through a standard minting
in the city minting authority of the colonfelia CapitolinaAs a result of establishing the
foreigncity and building a temple to Zeus instead of tlevishTemple the second revolt by
Bar Kochba broke out during 1335 CE It is unknown whether the Roman citelia
Capitolinawas conquered by Bar Kochba's forces or continued its colonial activityikZlot
2008). The city minting iAelia Capitolinacontinued until Hostilian in 251CE A detailed
review will follow.

The following is a detailing of théerusalemminting authority activity during the Roman
period:

* KingHerodcoins (374 B®

* Archelats, son oHerod coins (B@&6 CH

* Thefirst procurators minting (641 CB.

* KingAgrippa | coins (41/2B.

* Thelastprocurators minting (4466 CB.

* Minting unique coins during th&irst Revolt (years one to five to the revolt).

* countermarkminting on worn out coins that were used in circulationthe area adjacent
to Jerusalemwith markings of th@enth Legion that resided iderusalenfor a long time, to
validate them in circulation.

* minting city coins foAelia Capitolina

Fig. 10Prutah by Mattathias Antigonus

Mattathias Antigonus

Judea saw some battles between the supporters of Mattatiagonus, who wanted to
prevent enslavement to th®omansand the supporters of Hyrcanusand Antipater who

02 dzy
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supported the Romans In 40 CEthe Parthians invaded Syria and crowned Mattathias
Antigonusasa king for a generous return. THearthians arrested Hyrcanus |l derusalem
and handed him to Mattathias. Mattathia&ntigonusclipped Hyrcanus' ears in order to
disqualify him addigh Priest in theTemple inJerusalemand exiled him to BabylorHerod
escaped to Rome and was crowned as king over Judea there.

Mattathias minted unique coins in th#erusalemminting authority. The minting process was

a standard one: castinlans engravingdies and minting coins oftans. To create thdlans

the minting authority used a two sided stone pattern which is a double mold of two stone
molds with holes drilled in them against each other, a method which led to "#tiel
sidewards coins" type@eshaer 1997).

. )
A

Fig. 11. —_—

Mattathias' coins are characterized by: 1) unusual weight; 2) thick lettering. The coins were
divided into threedenominatiors: large coins, medium coins and Prutah.

Fig. 12Sub standard coins high concentration of lad

Hasmonearn'priestly' coins were converted when one side was "priestly" and the other
“royal" on the bi lingual Mattathias coin and the pomegranate which is the symbol of the
High Priest missing. Tdaother side is the royal side but missing the royal anchor.

Fig. 13.A reconstruction of the Menorah arshewbread table coin.
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Example of the menorah andeahbreadtable coin.
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A war ragedbetween Mattathias andHerod These rulers reigned correspondingly during
40-37 BE KingHerodovertook Samariahis main base, and then conquered the Galded

the Arbel caves from Mattathias supporters. Mattathias defeatedHerods army near
JerichoHerodtook Jaffaand Masada from Mattathias. Mattathias divided his army and sent
Pappos tacut off Herods supply line but he was defeated near BathHerodand the Syrian
commissioner along with 1Roman legions turned tderusalermand besieged the city for 5
months. In the summer of 37 EEhe city was captured antlerodended the Hasmonean

rule. Mattathias surrendered to the Syrian commissioner, sent to Antioch and was beheaded

by Marcus Antonius.

TheHeroddynasy

In 40 BE Herod became the only ruler inJerusalem after conquering the city from
Mattathias AntigonusSome of his early coins were mintedSamariaand the later ones in
JerusalemMinting with Greekinscription only began in 466 B(E The change began during
the Jewish War against the Romamndien ancient Hebrew was back in use.

Fig. 15KingHerodRa O2 Ay &

KingHeroQ & O 2 dhafacterizeddg a number of types among them coins with a crown,
the symbol X within the crown / a threspiral legstable. Suchtable were found in an
archaeologicalexcavationsthat was found in theJewish Quarter in Jerusalem Herod
minted, at the same time, coins with combinations of the Hasmonsges, with the
cornucopia@/ anchor motifs, when between the cornucopia appears toaduceus

P O



compared with the symbol of the pomegranate of tHgh Priest on Hasmonean coin@ne
of the coins thatHerod minted was acoin with an eagle / cornucopéa Some researchers
claim the can shows a falcon. According @oodenouglthe eagle is @ewishsymlol that
Herodplaced over theTemple inJerusalenand appears on a coitype he minted. Another
coin, at half @rutah denomination shows atype of a galley / anchor thatierod minted in
honor of establishingthe harbor ofCaesareaMeshorer raises an asmption in his book
that after Herod completed the building of thelemple, he also established a minting
authority where he minted Tyrian Shekels of silver, since the minting of the shedesd=d

in Tyre. Other researchers believe this claim is not vesitablished since anetallurgical
examination of the Tyrian silver coins shows that the sliver rate in them is low compared to
the silver coins minted iderusalenduring 6670 CE

The mishn¥ says the"What is Tyian silver [coin]IPis aJerusalemite’4 According to the
Mishnah keilim 126)it is known that a coin does not become defied so the pagan symbols
on it are obviously invalid.*

Herod built most of the walls around thdemple. Recently a coin kyrocurator Valerius

Gratus wasexposedthe Robinson arch, meanirtgeneaththe WesternWall of the Temple

Mount. This find attests to the building of a segment of the wall, abowa@daritual bath

(migwe) which operated during Agrippa |. it is possible that dufiigrod2a G A YSX GKS
continued to be used as aigwe and the wall above the qwe was not completed during
Heroddd GAYS odzi o6dzA '8 RdzZNAYy3I ! INALILI L NBA3TY

Fig. 16. Herod the Great

Archelaus son oHerodwas bestowed with the title Ethnarch. His capitvasJerusalem
Archelaus inherited the minting authority ifrerusalemwhere he minted his coins. Some of

LJt |
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Archelaus does not appear on his coins ratherodthe Ethnarch. Thé&reekinscriptions
appear on both sides of his coins. Archelaus wemaianautical journey to Rome to meet
with BEmperor Augustus Emperor impeached him, exiled him to Gaul and appointed
Coponius in his place.

° Meshorer.A Treasury of JewistoiDs. P. 70.
19__Ketubbot 13, 20.

" Meshorer.A Treasury of Jewish Cairfs 72
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Fig. 17Archelaus' coins bearing a galksgiling to the left

Agrippa |

Agrippa | Herods grandson, minted a coin, derusalembearing aype of 3 ears of grain
canopy. The coin is dated as the sixth year forrdign, meaning 41/42CEwhich was the

year he also receivederusaleninto hisreign. Theremainderof his coins were minted in
Tiberias. Theeverse of this particular coins show thee&ars of grairand the year 6 (L)The

stalks hatch out of 2 stylish leaves. They are mentioned among the seven species and
symbolize the bountifulngs of Israel. Thears of grainalso appear on clay candles and
jewelry from that time. Theobverseof the coin show a canopy. The canopy being a symbol
of king Agrippa'sstature and theGreekinscription "by king Agrippa". His name appears in
Greekon his coins with one lettet1" whereas the other coins show the lettéi " twice.

These Prutah's are among the most commodeémwishcoins. Agrippa's main residence was
Jerusalem Meshorer claims that because of the large quantity of these coins dféste
assume that the coin was also minted in years seven and eight, even though this does not
appear on his coin. Some of his coins that were minted sloppily have a lot of technical
malfunctions. Agrippa's coins are prevalent in Israel including Tralasjoand the findings
support this. It should be mentioned that a coin by Agrippa was found with an overstruck
showingthe Jewish War against the Romamseaning an additional minting of thiewish

War against the Romangear three of the revolt, a fact #t shows that the coins were
used inJerusalemin circulation to bear the symbols of the rebellion or due temporary
shortage of stone printingnolds to produce bronzélans for minting.

f’;,, ',»
r’ ”/1 /‘

Fig. 18Agrippa's coin bearing a mint of year three of tlebdellion

1. In the excavatios of theWesternWall 450 coins by Agrippa | were discovered and
in Masada 113 coins were discovered. It is worth mentioning that out of all of
Agrippa'scoins that were discovered, one showed Agrippa | image (TJC232:122).the
Hasnoneans during the time thaprecededAgrippa did not mint images on their
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coins. A small part oAgrippa’scoins were countermarked at a later date. Minting
was probably done by certified personnel to validate the coin allow a series of coins
that were wan out over time to return to circulation as a means of payment.
Agrippa | died in 4BE

Fig. 19Agrippa’s coins, both sides are minted

At the time of Agrippa | death in 48E his son Agrippa Il was 16 years old a&adthe
Romanscrowned him at a much later date and age. Agrippa Il began minted coins after
67/68 CEbut he did not mint inJerusalem In 66 CEwhen the Jewish War against the
Romansbroke out, the rebels took control of the minting authoritydarusalenand minted
unique coins. Agrippa I, being a conciliatory type spoke out against the rebels. He left
Jerusalenwhich was the rebel capital and moved to Tzipori, the capital of the Galilee. After
basing himself there he minted a coin that shows the inscription "irddnes of Vespasian
Neroniasg Tzipori city of peace”. The name Neronias was cancelled after the assassination
of Neron in 68. Most of Agrippa Il coins were minted after the destructiarenfsalem and
Judea. One of his coins that was minted in Tibestasws the inscription "King Agrippa
Emperor victory year 15", meaning year 70/7CE a short time afterJerusalemwas
conquered by Titus.

Romanprocurators coins in Judea

Jerusalemwas the administrative center for Judea and was the place the main minting
authority operated. With the exile of Archelaus irC& the Romarprocurators ruled Judea.
They continued using the service of the minting authorityénusalento mint their coins.

The firstprocuratorsstarting with Claudius' days were call proctoféiey supervised Judea
which was under Archelaus' jurisdiction and their areas of authority were: collecting taxes
and keeping the political stability in their area. Their coins were produceénominatiors

of Prutah and carried onlyewishsymbols so thatheir coins would be acceptable by the
Jewishpopulation. Only siprocurators minted coins.

Governors of Judaea under Rome (Traditional Dating)
Augustus (27 sce—14 cE)
Coponius (6-9 ce)
Marcus Ambibulus (9—-12 cE)
*Annius Rufus (12—-15 ce)
Tiberius (14-37 ce)
Valerius Gratus (1526 ceE or possibly 15-17/18 ce)
Pontius Pilate (26—36 ce or possibly 17/18-36 ce)
Caligula (3741 ce)
*Marullus (37—41 ce)
Claudius (41-54 ce)
*Cuspius Fadus (44-46 ce)
*Tiberius Alexander (4648 cE)
*Ventidius Cumanus (4854 ce)
Antonius Felix (52-54 ce)
Nero (5458 cE)
Antonius Felix (54-60 ce)
Porcius Festus (60—-62 ce)
*Albinus (62 -64 cE)
*Gessius Florus (6466 ce)
*No known coins issued during these years
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The last Romaprocuratorsproduced massive amounts of coins during their 60 year reign
between 666 CE Theprocurators coins were, in fact, Roman imperial coins. They were
minted in Jerusalenmfor use mainly in Judea. The coins do not bear inscriptions with the
name of theprocurators The inscriptions were iGreekand referred to the emperor or his
family. The dates shothe years of the emperds reign. The coins shows the date, meaning
the year, marked with the letter L in addition @Breekletters with numerical value, for
example: A=1, B=2, I=1®out of 12rocurators minted coins.

Theprocuratorscoins are simdr to those of the Hasmoneand kingHerods coins. A end

of flan stripwas discoveredn Jerusalemwith a coin byprocurator Pontius Pilatevas not
separated The find attests to fact that thprocurators coinswere mintedin JerusalemIn
Talpiof® of east Jerusalemstone molds that were used to produce thélans for the
procurators coins were discovered. A secondary minting authority may have been operating
there or the place was used to produce stone molds to dass, drills in the cardboard
stone and experimenting castitiigans before they were transferred to the actuidn casting

in the minting authority inJerusalert'.

Fig. 20ProcuatorAmbbulus ProcuratorPontius Pilate

13 Stonemolds to case coifians were also discovered in Khirbet Raffa

1t was necessary to wait 6 months until the lime stone molds dried and the humidity evaporated
completely in order to casflans without cracking the stoneProcurators coins from TibdA dzA Q G A Y S
were discovered there.

TheJewish War against the Romarsins 7066 CE

TheJewish War against the Romamsurred between 660 CE The rebellion broke out

due to the Roman depression, when thewstried to release themselves from the Roman
conquerorand achieve independence in Judea. Among others the rebels used coins as an
expression and propaganda for their independence.

During the rebellion inlerusalemharsh conflicts occurred between groupsJefws among
them the Sadducees and ththaisees In year one of the rebellianJerusalenwas released
and the rebellion spread to the Galilee. In year two the rebellion intensified. TAdetjon
arrived to reinforce thel0"™ legion. In year three of the rebellion, Vespasian and Titus his son
arrived tosuppresgshe rebellion. TheRomansovertook most of thecountry and theGalilee
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